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EXPLORE OUTBACK  
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
To explore South Australia’s outback - to feel the red earth beneath your 
feet and witness vast starlit skies - is to immerse yourself in a symphony 
of adventure. It’s an invitation to traverse unmarked paths, uncover hidden 
stories, and experience the resilient spirit of this remarkable land. Plan 
ahead, and let local Visitor Information Centres guide you through this 
unforgettable and timeless landscape.

Exploring the South Australian outback brings you face-to-face with the 
impressive landscapes of the Flinders Ranges and the Southern Flinders 
Ranges. These regions are defined by their ancient geology, where craggy 
peaks and deep, winding gorges offer a direct connection to the raw 
character of the Australian interior. The area is more than just a scenic 
backdrop; it is a place where millions of years of natural history are visible 
in every rock formation and ridgeline.

The Flinders Ranges are known for their striking ochre colours and sharp 
contrasts, offering plenty of opportunities for discovery. Throughout 
this wild terrain, you will find significant Indigenous rock art, unique local 
wildlife, and expansive views that stretch across the horizon. Traveling 
through this country often involves driving along the Oodnadatta Track, 
a historic route that follows the paths of early explorers and reflects the 
enduring resilience required to live in such a remote environment.

Following this ancient Aboriginal pathway reveals a landscape dotted 
with cultural sites and rusted relics from past eras of pastoralism 
and transport. Running somewhat parallel to this history is the Stuart 
Highway, which serves as a modern link through the heart of the outback, 
connecting remote communities and travellers alike. This network of 
tracks and roads provides a gateway into a region that is as much about 
human history as it is about the physical environment.

Despite the dry appearance of the land, water plays a fundamental role 
in the region’s story. While early European explorers searched in vain for 
an inland sea, the area actually sits atop the western edge of the Great 
Artesian Basin - the world’s largest and deepest artesian system. Covering 
over 1.7 million square kilometres, this underground reservoir has been the 
lifeblood of the region’s diverse plants and animals for thousands of years. 
It remains a vital resource that continues to sustain life in an otherwise 
arid climate.

To truly experience the South Australian outback is to walk on its red earth 
and witness the incredible clarity of its starlit skies. It is an invitation 
to leave the main roads behind, uncover the quiet stories of the land, 
and appreciate the enduring spirit of this timeless landscape. Proper 
preparation is essential for any trip here, and local Visitor Information 
Centres are excellent resources to help you safely navigate and enjoy this 
remarkable part of the world.

Aroona Dam - Leigh Creek

See our family  
of guides here:

www.exploreoz.com.au
Tracie Hall • 0438 873 809 • marketing@absoluteme.com.au
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MOBILE NETWORK COVERAGE
Coverage is limited from the outskirts of most outback 
towns. Download all maps, guides, fact sheets and 
audio guides while you have mobile coverage. Look for 
Wi-Fi hotspots located in more remote tourist sites.
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PORT PIRIE & 
SOUTHERN FLINDERS
Established in 1845 as South 
Australia’s first regional city, Port 
Pirie is a historic maritime and 
industrial hub. Home to one of the 
world’s largest lead smelters and a 
museum paying homage to the road 
transport industry and its important 
role, “Pirie” has a strong working-
class heritage that now underpins its 
role as the primary service centre 
for the Mid North. 

Call into the PORT PIRIE VISITOR 
INFORMATION CENTRE and let 
them guide you to a great range of 
nearby places to explore. Enjoy the 
Art Centre displays or do a virtual 
“deep dive” under the sea.

Located at 196 Warnertown Road, Port 
Pirie, the Stories from the Road Museum 
is part of a larger three-museum complex 
that offers a deep dive into Australian 
heritage. For the one small fee you also 
have access to Lizzie's Collectables and 
Curios and the AR Kent Heritage Garage.

Open 7 days • 10am-4pm
Liz Martin 0429 201 549�

www.quen t i npa rka lp a c a s . c om

Is meeting an alpaca on your
bucket list?

If not, it should be!

Meet the alpacas, explore the gardens and discover our
unique paddock-to-product alpaca fibre creations.

Alpaca feeding experiences
Self-guided farm visits
Farm shop & café
Campsites and farm stay options
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Hands-on, Interactive & Fun!

Price Road, Peterborough, South Australia

See Shakka, the longest Great White Shark ever landed in 
South Australia. 

Take a Virtual Reality Cage Dive to see Shakka’s friends.

Tourist information, brochures, & maps.

Unique gifts, souvenirs, artisan products, and local produce.

Coach, caravan, & car parking.

Free Wi-Fi 

See Shakka, the longest Great White Shark ever landed in 
South Australia. 

Take a Virtual Reality Cage Dive to see Shakka’s friends.
Tourist information, brochures, & maps.

Unique gifts, souvenirs, artisan products, and local produce.
Coach, caravan, & car parking.

Free Wi-Fi 

PORT PIRIE REGIONAL TOURISM & ARTS CENTRE
Accredited Visitor Information Centre

A-Class Regional Art Gallery

Regional Library 

Accredited Visitor Information Centre
A-Class Regional Art Gallery

Regional Library 

Open Monday-Friday 9am to 5pm  |  Saturday, Sunday & Public
Holidays 10am to 2pm (closed Good Friday and Christmas Day)

3 Mary elie street, port pirie        Ph: (08) 8633 8700   
tourism@pirie.sa.gov.au       www.pirie.sa.gov.au

Port Pirie Railway Station 5 Quentin Park Alpacas & Studio Gallery
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This picturesque driving route captures the essence of the Mid North, 
where rolling agricultural plains meet the rugged edges of the outback.
In Gladstone, you can tour the imposing cells of the decommissioned 
Gladstone Gaol or sample local delicacies at the boutiques lining the main 
street. Jamestown serves as a lush oasis, famous as the birthplace of Sir 
Hubert Wilkins and home to magnificent mural art that depicts the town’s 
rich farming legacy. A highlight of the area is QUENTIN PARK ALPACAS 
& STUDIO GALLERY, where visitors can enjoy a hands-on encounter with 
these gentle animals and browse high-quality fleece products. Further 
along in Peterborough, the night comes alive with a spectacular light and 
sound show at Steamtown, narrating the golden era of the railways. 
Each township along this corridor invites you to step back in time, offering 
authentic country hospitality and a peaceful pace that defines the true 
South Australian spirit.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/500539467532146/
https://www.quentinparkalpacas.com/
https://www.pirie.sa.gov.au/
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PORT AUGUSTA�              
Port Augusta is a regional hub, 
and a major tourism, shopping, 
government and commercial 
centre, offering a large 
range of pubs, restaurants, 
accommodation and tourism 
attractions. Known as “the 
crossroads of Australia”, 
because roads to Sydney, 
Perth, Adelaide and Darwin all 
pass through the town, along 
with The Ghan and the Indian 
Pacific railways.

Port Augusta 3

Tunnel of Time at Visitor 
Information Centre 3

HISTORY
Originally named Curdnutta, the Aboriginal name meaning “place of 
drifting sand”, Port Augusta is part of the Nukunu Barngarla country. 
Earliest records of Aboriginal people here date back to 40,000 years ago. 
Founded by European settlers in 1852, Port Augusta was primarily a 
port, vital to the surrounding properties and also to the Flinders Ranges 
and beyond. Locally farmed wheat and wool were loaded onto ships and 
delivered around the world. Ships returned with tea and sugar, which 
were carted through the Pichi Richi Pass, sent to the Western Plain, east 
through Horrocks Pass, or on to the arid North & West. 
Early 1860s, the port had its own troopers’ barracks and brewery, and 
by the end of the 1860s, the town had a reliable water supply, through a 
pipeline from Woodundunga Springs in the Flinders Ranges; a completed 
Town Hall; and the first consignment of Camels had arrived from India. 
In 1872 the Overland Telegraph Line linking South Australia with the rest 
of the world, via Port Darwin, was opened. The first power station was 
opened in 1954, supplied with coal from Leigh Creek. Playford B and the 
Northern Power Stations were closed in 2012 and 2016, respectively. 

Shoreline
Caravan Park
Port Augusta
Camp Kitchen
Swimming Pool
Laundry
Games Room

(08) 8642 2965
shorelinecaravanpark.com.au
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https://www.shorelinecaravanpark.com.au/
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STIRLING NORTH�       
Merely 8kms from Port Augusta, Stirling North holds historical 
significance as a vital watering site for Indigenous communities and 
settlers alike since 1850. Today, it thrives as a tranquil residential area, 
blending historical charm with modern living. Stop off approx 15kms north 
of Stirling North at the lovely TICKLEBELLY HILL to enjoy a unique cafe 
or their famous high tea on the first weekend of the month.

DAY 1 10km return� 2WD  4WD

� �Wadlata Outback Centre –  
Visitor Information Centre 
Tunnel Of Time

� �Railway Station -  
Curdnatta Artists Platform 
Gallery & Café 

� �RSL Military  
Memorabilia Museum 

DAY 2 55km return� 2WD  4WD

� �Water Tower Lookout
� �Pichi Richi Railway 
� �Yarta Purtli Cultural Centre 

& Art Gallery 

DAY 3 15km return� 2WD  4WD

� �Blanche Harbour  
Aquatic Reserve

� �Australian Arid Lands  
Botanic Garden 

� �Matthew Flinders  
Red Cliff Lookout 

DAY 4/5 560km return� 2WD  4WD

� �Woomera – Missile Park
� �Andamooka 
� �Arid Recovery Reserve

DAY 6 80km return� 2WD  4WD

� �Tickbelly Hill Cafe
� �Andamooka 
� �Quorn - Visitor Information 

Centre

4/5 DAY PORT AUGUSTA
SUGGESTED ITINERARIES

*2WD high clearance 
recommended -   

check road conditions

Port Augusta 1

QUORN�              
In the late 1870s, the Nukunu people’s local lands in Quorn were surveyed 
for the Port Augusta and Government Gums Railway, later named the 
Pichi Richi Railway. Originally the Great Northern Railway, it sought to tap 
into the anticipated grain harvest in the Flinders Ranges at Rawnsley Park 
Station. Quorn swiftly developed into a pivotal railhead and agricultural 
centre during the wheat boom, boasting three machinery workshops 
and two flour mills on Railway Terrace. The town derived its name from 
Quorndon in Leicestershire, UK.
Nowadays, Quorn is known for its picturesque Flinders Ranges views, 
cosy cafes and being the backdrop to many Australian films – Sunday Too 
Far Away, Gallipoli, The Shiralee, The Water Diviner, Tracks, Stan series 
The Tourist and Wolf Creek to name a few; and the many attractions at its 
doorstep.

Horrocks  
Pass

Stirling North

Kanyaka
Death
Rock

Pettana
Gorge

Warren Gorge

Argadells Gordon
Historic Site

Historic Site

Wilson
Historic Site

Simmonston
Ruin

Willochra 
Historic Site

Buckaringa &
Middle Gorges

Historic Site
Walloway

Pichi Richi
Railway

Woolshed
Arkaba

The
Dutchmans

Stern CP

Mount
Brown CP

Ck

Ck
Lake

Torrens Willochra

Boolcunda

Montana

Glenroy

WarcowieWallerberdina

Wilmington

Hammond

Willowie

Cradock

Carrieton

PORT AUGUSTA

QUORN

TICKLE BELLY HILL

HAWKER

34

16

9

22

40

11

14

21

20

21

6

6

17

40

18

18

33

12

9

EV

EV

B83

B83

EV

EV

PORT AUGUSTA TO:
Adelaide 309km

To Orroroo,
Broken Hill

To Port Lincoln

To Alice Springs

To Wilpena,
Leigh Creek

B80

B80
B82

A1

Road - sealed
Road - unsealed
Track (4WD)
Heysen Trail
RM Williams Way
Explorers Way

Accomodation

Caravan park

Camping

Dump point

Public toilet

Information centre

Fuel

0 10km

3

Port Augusta to Hawker

CAFE
Best coffee in Quorn!
Open Wed – Mon from 8am-4pm
Closed on Tuesday (open during school holidays)

APARTMENTS
A comfortable base to explore the region, 
with 3 fully self-contained apartments

08 8648 6155 or 0432 113 473 • quandongapartments.com.au

OPEN FOR LUNCH 7 DAYS!
Monday to Saturday – 10am til 2:30pm

Sunday – 9am til 3pm

ticklebelly.com.au • 0498 747 357
Halfway between Stirling North and Quorn, Flinders Ranges Way

Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with all our events

Join us for High Tea!
First weekend each month

https://quandongapartments.com.au/
https://ticklebelly.com.au/
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(08) 8648 4086

24 Hour Fuel • AdBlue • Cold Drinks • Coffee • Ice 
Hot Food • Snacks • Groceries • Auto Accessories 

Pet & Stock Feed • Outdoor Dining  • Firewood

HAWKER
ROADHOUSE

Flinders Ranges

WARREN GORGE�
A short 20kms north of Quorn on a sealed road, 
discover the Warren Gorge. From a day trip 
to very basic camping facilities, delight in the 
jagged rock formations with the colours of bright 
orange against the blue skies and the contrasting 
Cypress Pines. This 5.2km moderate rated walk 
can be enjoyed at any time and Yellow Footed 
Rock Wallabies are most active at dawn and dusk, 
attracted to the water from nearby creeks that run 
for most of the year.

DEATH ROCK & KANYAKA WATERHOLE
Head north of Quorn, 33kms towards Hawker, and just beyond the 
Wirreanda Creek Bridge lies a significant Aboriginal Historic Site, Death 
Rock & Kanyaka Waterhole. The waterhole, named Kanyaka, translating 
to “Place of Stone” in the local Aboriginal language, remains a perennial 
spring-fed oasis. Adjacent to it, Death Rock, a towering seven-metre 
quartzite formation, promises an excellent photo moment with just a ten-
minute walk. This is a hidden gem to explore.

KANYAKA STATION RUINS
Located 30km south of Hawker on the Hawker-Quorn road, the Kanyaka 
Station ruins include a woolshed - which was one of the largest in the 
state and provided room for 24 blade shearers - and the main homestead 
building. The Great Northern Railway ran parallel to Kanyaka Station and 
the raised roadbed of the narrow gauge railway can still be seen. No fees 
apply. Unsealed dirt track – limited access – rocky terrain.

Kanyaka Station Ruins 5

Warren Gorge 5
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HAWKER TO:
Parachilna 89km
Marree 270km

HAWKER TO:
  Port Augusta 109km

HAWKER TO:
  Blinman 110km

BP ROADHOUSE
HAWKER

Highway
Road - major

Information centre

Accommodation

Caravan park

Post office

24 hour fuel

EV charging

Heritage Walk 
(see below for further info)

0 250m6

HAWKER
TOWN MAP

EV

EV

4

HAWKER
CARAVAN
PARK

HAWKER
HOTEL

6 JEFF MORGAN GALLERY
7 FORESTERS HALL - 1894
11 HAWKER RAILWAY DAM - 1880
12 HAWKER RAILWAY STATION - 1880
13 WATERPIPE & STANDPIPE - 1880

19 POST OFFICE - 1882
28 HAWKER AREA SCHOOL - 1883
29 PUG & PINE COTTAGE - 1880
30 RED GUM JINKER - early 1900s
33 WAR MEMORIAL - 2014

For further information and more historic buildings  
to explore, scan here or pick up a copy from the  
Visitor Information Centre.

HISTORIC GUIDED WALK
Explore Hawker’s township with a self-guided walk featuring 34 points 
of interest, showcasing a range of historic buildings from its early days. 
Grab a brochure at Teagues or the Hawker Visitor Information Centre for a 
family, pet, and wheelchair-friendly historical experience.

• Sites, ensuites & cabins
• Pool, playground, camp 

kitchen, BBQ area & storage
• Pet friendly
hawkercaravanpark.com.au
(08) 8648 4006

Hawker
Hotel

Serving cold beers, 
great food, and warm 
hospitality since 1882

Open 7 days with breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner — plus a 
fully stocked bar and bottle-o
• Friday Night Pizza night 
• Sunday Roast
• Happy Hour 12-3.30pm every day
• 20 Motel Rooms / 10 Hotel Rooms

hawkerhotel.com.au
08 8648 4102
office@hawkerhotel.com.au

HAWKER�              
Hawker, the “Hub of the Flinders” sits at the crossroads connecting Port 
Augusta, Marree, Orroroo, Blinman, and Wilpena Pound. Originally home to 
the Banggarla Aboriginal people, it was named in 1880 after Commissioner 
of Public Works George Charles Hawker. Predominantly wheat farms in the 
1880s, it later evolved into a bustling tourist centre amid severe droughts. 

https://www.facebook.com/p/Hawker-Roadhouse-100083387172682/
https://www.hawkercaravanpark.com.au/
https://hawkerhotel.com.au/
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HAWKER TO
LEIGH CREEK

MAP

5

5 DAY HAWKER
SUGGESTED ITINERARIES
DAY 1 60km return� 2WD  4WD

� �Visitor Information Centre
� �Heritage Walk
� �Jarvis Lookout
� �Moralana Scenic Drive

DAY 2 226km return� 2WD*  4WD

� �Arkaroo Rock 
� �Blinman

DAY 3 180km return� 2WD*  4WD

� �Restock at Hawker Roadhouse BP
� �Bunyeroo Gorge
� �Brachina Gorge

DAY 4 140km return� 2WD*  4WD

� �Skytrek Willow Springs Station  
stop over for 1-3+ days optional

� �Hucks Lookout

DAY 5 120km return� 2WD  4WD

� �Wilpena Pound day trip

*2WD high clearance 
recommended -   

check road conditions

HEYSEN TRAIL
Covering 1,200kms in South Australia, The Heysen Trail traverses coastal 
regions, rugged gorges, historic towns, native bushland and so much more. 
Extending from Cape Jervis on the Fleurieu Peninsula, to 
Parachilna Gorge, these memorable trails cater for the casual 
day walker to the serious hiker enjoying the entire trail.

Scan the QR code to link to further information on the best 
way to plan for your walk. See map on page 6.

NATIONAL PARKS INFORMATION
The National Parks and Wildlife Services SA offers all you need to know 
for exploring the outback. Book and pay online your entry fees, camping 
fees and Desert Park Passes, all before you leave home, as internet access 
can be limited.

Dogs are not permitted in all National Parks. These rules are in 
place to protect native wildlife. Here are a few reasons why: 

Risk for dogs: National parks regularly use poisonous ground baiting to 
target introduced species, which could be fatal to dogs.                                                   

Risk for wildlife: Native animals are vulnerable to diseases that dogs may 
carry and can easily be scared off by barking or the scents left by dogs. 
The smell and sight of dogs are enough to cause these native animals 
stress, and in some cases, even abandon their babies.

Visit parks.sa.gov.au or call (08) 8204 1910 or Desert Parks  
information line on (08) 8648 5328.

Ikara-Flinders Ranges National Park - 
Yellow Footed Rock-wallaby 1

If coming from New South Wales into South Australia, put your 
clocks back half an hour. Both states have Daylight Saving so 
the half an hour difference applies all year.

Usually South Australia is 1.5 hours ahead of Western 
Australia. As WA does not observe daylight saving, the time 
difference is 2.5 hours ahead during those months.

RM WILLIAMS WAY
RM Williams Way is a 900 km drive in South Australia that pays homage 
to the iconic bushman RM Williams. This scenic route, from Morgan to 
the Flinders Ranges, traverses diverse landscapes, revealing the heart of 
outback Australia. Travellers encounter picturesque riverbanks, rugged 
outback terrain, and historic sites. Highlights include the town of Hawker, 
the Flinders Ranges National Park, and landscapes that inspired Williams 
himself. RM Williams Way is a tribute to a legendary figure, offering a 
glimpse into the rich history and natural beauty of the Australian outback. 

MORALANA SCENIC DRIVE
23km North of Hawker on the main highway, the Moralana Scenic Drive 
takes you through Arkaba and Merna Mora Stations between Elder Range 
and Wilpena Pound for great scenery and views of the Flinders Ranges. 

JARVIS HILL LOOKOUT
Located 7km west of Hawker, Jarvis Hill Lookout is a favoured spot, 
offering panoramic views of the township and its surrounding ranges.  

This is favoured site away from major urban areas, contributing to minimal 
light pollution as the absence of artificial lights enhances the overall 
stargazing experience. The best times for stargazing can vary based on 
the time of year and weather conditions. Clear nights with minimal cloud 
cover provide the optimal conditions. Please note: the road is not suitable 
for caravans or towing.

http://www.parks.sa.gov.au
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BUNYEROO GORGE�
Located 57 kms north, between Hawker & Blinman, the turnoff takes 
you through the Bunyeroo Valley and into southward stunning views of 
the Pound Range. Encounter diverse wildlife, designated picnic spots, 
campgrounds and picturesque walking trails. A Park Pass is required.

BRACHINA GORGE �
BRACHINA GORGE has a unique aspect that is its significant geological 
diversity and preservation of ancient rock formations. Renowned for 
its geological significance, displaying a variety of colourful sedimentary 
layers and well-preserved fossils and offering a vivid chronicle of millions 
of years of Earth’s history. This gorge serves as a geological time capsule, 
presenting a comprehensive cross-section of geological epochs within a 
relatively compact area, setting it apart as an educational and scientific 
treasure within the Flinders Ranges. 

ANGORICHINA VILLAGE is nestled close to Brachina Gorge, offering 
an ideal gateway to explore the captivating walks in the area. It was 
originally established as the Angorichina Hostel by the Tubercular Soldiers 
Association in 1927, a sanatorium for returned servicemen of World War 1.

BRACHINA GORGE GEOLOGICAL TRAIL is a self-guided walk and 
a relatively short and easy stroll that takes you through the geological 
wonders of Brachina Gorge, unveiling its ancient rock formations and fossils 
while providing insights into the area’s geological history. Approx 1 hour.

BRACHINA GORGE CREEK WALK is a shorter walk along the creek bed, 
allowing a closer look at the unique flora and fauna thriving in this rugged 
landscape. Approx 30 mins – 1 hour

HIKE TO SCENIC LOOKOUTS & RIDGETOP offering stunning vantage 
points and panoramic views of the gorge, showcasing its vibrant colours 
and towering cliffs. Signs detail the geological significance, Indigenous 
heritage, and unique ecological features of the area.

Brachina Gorge Geological Trail 5

Dusky Woodswallows 5

BIRD WATCHING
Species most commonly found in and  
around Ikara-Flinders Ranges National 
Park and Wilpena Pound are the  

 Brown Falcon 
 Dusky Woodswallow 
 Willie Wagtail 
 Brown Goshawk  
 Jacky Winter

WILPENA POUND
Wilpena Pound, cherished as Ikara by the Adnyamathanha people, signifies 
a ‘meeting place.’ For over 800 million years, this natural amphitheatre 
has stood as a stunning geological marvel. Legend speaks of its walls 
formed by two Akurra (giant serpents) from Yura Muda (Adnyamathanha 
Dreaming). These serpents, having consumed many, chose self-willed 
demise when too full. Today, Wilpena Pound captivates visitors with 
its ancient beauty, offering a glimpse into the profound cultural and 
geological heritage of the region.

At Wilpena Pound, explore hiking trails like the renowned St. Mary Peak, 
witness stunning landscapes, join guided tours unveiling Indigenous 
culture, and relish the unique flora and fauna.

HIKE TO ARKAROO ROCK & RAWNSLEY BLUFF
A significant cultural site for the Adnyamathanha people, the walk goes 
to a rock shelter with paintings that feature ochre and charcoal depicting 
the Yura Muda of Ikara. The trail is a 3.1km circuit and includes bridges and 
regular benches for sitting.

This hike at Rawnsley Park Station ascends the Wilpena Pound 
escarpment, offering views of the Pound from Wilpena Pound Lookout and 
vistas south and east to Chace Range. Starting from the station’s carpark, 
the trail traces the creek bed, climbs the Bonney Sandstone foothills, 
steepening toward Lone Pine Lookout, then gently ascends toward 
Rawnsley Bluff. At the summit, enjoy the Pound’s views and spot Rawnsley 
Bluff Trig - a 1858 dry stone survey cairn crafted by Samuel Parry.

The Bluff is named after surveyor H.C. Rawnsley, who was summarily 
dismissed after having falsified his qualifications in 1850.

This is a challenging and steep trail. The right fork which leads to Rawnsly 
Bluff is a challenging 11kms hike - approx 5 hours. 

To shorten this hike, on the escarpment, take the left fork for 600m to 
reach Wilpena Pound Lookout (4 hours return).

For more information see www.walkingsa.org.au

PETS are not permitted at Wilpena Pound, however there are  
dog sitting options offered at Rawnsley Park Station. 

DID YOU KNOW?
Wilpena Pound covers  
8 times the area of Uluru  
and is 300 metres higher. 

Wilpena Pound 1

ULURU

WILPENA 
POUND

www.walkingsa.org.au
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ARKABA HILL LOOKOUT
An unparalleled panorama. Immerse yourself in sweeping views that 
unveil the rugged magnificence and vast expanses of stunning natural 
landscapes, inviting you to marvel at the raw beauty of this picturesque 
terrain.

HUCKS & STOKES HILL LOOKOUTS
Wherever you are 
driving, there are 
many lookouts & photo 
opportunities  
for lasting memories. 
Nestled between 
Wilpena and Blinman, 
you’ll find Hucks Lookout 
and Stokes Hill Lookout 
a little further north. 
On offer are the 
360 degree views of 
the ancient landscape of the Flinders Ranges and Wilpena Pound near 
SKYTREK WILLOW SPRINGS STATION. While sunrise and sunset are 
highlights for all photographers, it’s hard to take a shot you won’t enjoy. 
BIRD WATCHING
Short-Tailed Grasswren are often found around Stokes Hill Lookout,  
just north of Hawker.

WILLOW SPRINGS STATION, adjacent to Upalinna, dates back as an 
early Flinders Ranges pastoral lease. Acquired by the Reynolds family 
in 1952, this 70,000-acre sheep station, once named Appealinna under 
Joseph Wills in 1856, thrives as a renowned Station Stay.

Stokes Hill Lookout

Arkaba picnic spot 2

BLINMAN�     
Founded upon the discovery of copper in 1859, Blinman housed the  
Wheal Blinman, a mine operating until 1918. It was named after Robert 
Blinman, the shepherd who discovered the mineral resources.

South Australia’s highest town exudes historic allure. Explore mine ruins, 
visit the cemetery, and relish heritage buildings. Call into the BLINMAN 
VISITOR INFORMATION CENTRE for a great variety of souvenirs and to  
book your mine tour.

Witness the stunning landscapes on scenic drives or hikes, capturing  
the essence of the Flinders Ranges. Immerse in the local charm at the 
Blinman Hotel, serving as a cultural hub. Encounter remnants of the  
past, honouring the town’s mining heritage, and admire the rugged  
beauty that characterises this quaint South Australian gem.

Blinman Mine Tour 1

Blinman Visitor 
Information Centre
Main Street, Blinman
blinman.org.au

heritageblinmanmine.com.au • (08) 8648 4782 

More than a tourist 
attraction, it’s a unique 
South Australian 
underground adventure!

Showcasing Blinman’s 
extraordinary 
mining heritage

https://www.skytrekwillowsprings.com.au/
https://www.heritageblinmanmine.com.au/
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THE NILPENA EDIACARA NATIONAL PARK
Nestled in South Australia’s northern Flinders Ranges, the Nilpena 
Ediacara National Park holds a profound geological legacy. Spanning 
60,000 hectares, it preserves a pivotal chapter in Earth’s history dating 
back over 550 million years.

The park is the epitome of ancient wonders, housing Ediacaran fossils 
etched in stone. These imprints, remnants of early life forms, provide 
a rare glimpse into a time when life on Earth was evolving. They reveal 
cryptic organisms that once thrived in ancient oceans, unveiling a crucial 
phase in time.

Named after Nilpena Station, a local sheep station enabling access, the 
park’s guided tours offer immersive experiences. Led by knowledgeable 
guides, these tours unravel 
the mysteries of these 
ancient fossils, narrating their 
significance and the context 
of Earth’s early ecosystems.

At its core lies the Nilpena 
Fossil Site, a revered locale 
where exquisitely preserved 
fossils contribute to global 
scientific research, shedding 
light on Earth’s ancient past.

Nilpena Ediacara National 
Park stands as a captivating 
testament to Earth’s 
primordial past, inviting 
exploration into the origins 
and complexities of life on  
our planet. 

PARACHILNA �    
Established in 1876 when the railway held vital significance, Parachilna’s 
allure has evolved dramatically over time. Parachilna comes from the 
Nukunu Aboriginal word ‘patajilnda’, meaning ‘place of peppermint gum 
trees’. For accommodation and dining options, contact the hotel - availably 
is now limited. Embraced by the film industry, the area stars in various 
movies and TV series. 

BELTANA�    
Beltana is a State Heritage Listed town in Outback 
South Australia, 12km off the highway to Leigh Creek, 
on the banks of Warriota Creek. The town was surveyed 
in 1873, and the little township’s population grew to 
390 with 70 houses by 1883. A large number of stone 
buildings remain, and all buildings in Beltana are 
privately owned and occupied. 
Beltana currently has a population of 35, and an active 
community of 65. Beltana has interpretive signage all 
throughout the town, which helps visitors understand the significance 
of the town in South Australia’s development and the history of 
Adnyamathanha Aboriginal people. 

WARRAWEENA CONSERVATION PARK�   
In 1853 Warraweena became part of the Oratunga Run (now Moolooloo), 
and three years later copper was found in Warriota Creek. Not long after, 
the Sliding Rock Mine was opened and a smelter was built. The Sliding Rock 
Mine flooded in 1877, and was abandoned soon after, and from 1944 to 
1955 the water from the mine shafts supplied the new coal mining town  
of Leigh Creek. 
Warraweena has Shearers Quarters, Shepherds Hut or bush camping 
accommodation options. It is family friendly, and pet friendly, you just  
need to enquire beforehand.

Beltana Bakery

Old Pastoral 
Equipment

Ediacara fossil in a rock 5

DID YOU KNOW?
Originally from South Africa, 
through Dorset Horn and Persian 
Blackhead crossbreeding, Dorper 
Sheep are well adapted for 
their  suitability to arid climates, 
making them well-suited for 
the challenging environmental 
conditions of the region. And they 
shed their wool so they  
don’t need shearing!

DID YOU KNOW?
The Afghan Cameleers were early 
migrants brought over to help 
open up the continent’s interior 
during colonisation. They are 
honoured with a monument  
near the township of Beltana,  
on the Barndioota Road.  
Beltana was the first Afghan  
settlement in Australia.

Nilpena Ediacara Fossil Tour 1
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LEIGH CREEK�            
Famous for its coal mining heritage, Leigh Creek was a government 
owned and company run town at the end of the Flinders Ranges. 
Coal was first discovered and mined in small amounts at Leigh Creek 
in 1888 and in the mid 1970’s it was decided to move the original 
township 13km south, away from the coal seam. The first residents 
moved in 1980. By the end of the 1980’s the population was around 
2,500 people. In 2015, the closure of the Leigh Creek Coalfield caused 
a massive decline in the town. 

Today, Leigh Creek is an important, peaceful stop-over for visitors 
to the region, with a large IGA supermarket, service station, health 
clinic and small dispensary, post office, caravan park, and pub with 
restaurant, accommodation and bottle shop.

Aroona Dam 4

Services Available:
• Bank@Post
• Post BillPay
• Giftware
• Stationary
• Mobile Phone 
   Sim Cards
• Magazines

Leigh Creek LPO 
& NewsXpress

Shop 11, Black Oak Drive
Leigh Creek, SA, 5731

08 8675 2020
leighcreeklpo@outlook.com.au

Opening Hours
9am–2pm Monday–Friday
(Closed Public Holidays)

PUBLIC ACCESS ROUTES
A Public Access Route (PAR) allows authorised entry through South 
Australian pastoral leases under the Pastoral Land Management 
and Conservation Act 1989. Covering 650kms and 24 routes, these 
unimproved dirt tracks facilitate four-wheel drive travel, granting access to 
Conservation Parks and Historic Sites without lessee permission.  
Other station tracks are private.

STATION STAYS
Experience authentic Australian living in the South Australian outback with 
Station Stays SA. Choose from over 25 stations and pastoral properties, 
from bush camping to elegant homesteads, and explore unique landscapes 
and lifestyles. Station Stays SA was formed in 2009 & has been developing 
steadily throughout Outback SA and the Flinders Ranges since, with the 
vision of making station stays a “top-of-mind experience for visitors to the 
Flinders and Outback”.
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4 DAY LEIGH CREEK
SUGGESTED ITINERARIES
DAY 1� 2WD  4WD

� �Breakfast at Leigh Creek 
Outback Resort

� �Day trip to Beltana &  
Sliding Rock Ruins

� �Shop & Stock up at  
Post Office & IGA

DAY 2� 2WD  4WD

� �Do Nilpena Ediacara Tour 
� �Stop at historic Parachilna 

Fettlers Cottages

DAY 3 � 2WD  4WD

� �Black Rock Blue Sky exhibit  
at Leigh Creek Motors

� �Brunch at Copley Bakery
� �Aroona Dam - walks, 

swimming picnic lunch  
and sunset nibbles

DAY 4� 2WD  4WD

� �Lunch at Blinman Hotel 
� �Blinman Mine Tour
� �Return via Glass Gorge Scenic 

Drive - starts at Blinman

https://www.facebook.com/LeighCreekLPO/
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COPLEY�       
Nestled 5km north of Leigh Creek, Copley boasts a rich history and serves 
as a gateway to the Arkaroola Wilderness Sanctuary and Vulkathunha-
Gammon Ranges National Park. Established officially in 1891, the town 
honours William Copley, a Legislative Council member, through its name.

Today, Copley remains a friendly outpost, featuring attractions like the 
award-winning Copley Bush Bakery & Quandong Café, known for its 
culinary delights. The town’s proximity to the old Leigh Creek Railway 
Station enhances its appeal as a stopover. Visitors can explore the historical 
charm of Copley and it offers a great base for embarking on adventures.

RETENTION DAM, situated approximately 5km from Copley, attracts 
locals and visitors alike for activities such as swimming, kayaking, fishing, 
paddleboarding, and bird watching.

BIRD WATCHING
In 2018, a group of 12 experienced birders identified 69 bird species in two 
days, including Little Black Cormorants, Black Swans, Splendid Fairywren, 
Horsfields Bronze-Cuckoo, Australian White Ibis, a solitary, Yellow-Billed 
Spoonbill, and various rare and threatened bird species.

Copley Cemetery Gates 2

5 DAY COPLEY
SUGGESTED ITINERARIES

DAY 1 125kms return� 2WD  4WD

� �Breakfast at Copley Bakery
� �Farina 
� �Lyndhurst Ochre Cliffs 
� �Talc Alf 
� �Dinner at Copley Pub 

DAY 2 20kms return� 2WD*  4WD

� �Retention Dam – swimming, 
bird watching, kayaking, 
fishing, paddleboarding

� �Explore Telford Siding  
ruins north of dam 

� �Explore Community Garden 
� �Historic Copley Cemetery

DAY 3 115kms return� 2WD*  4WD

� �Iga Warta - Tours and  
Interpretive signage 

� �Dinner at Leigh Creek  
Outback Resort 

DAY 4 230kms return� 2WD  4WD

� �Day trip to Marree
� �Tom Kruse Museum at pub
� �Lunch at Marree Hotel 
� �Ask a local how to find  

the Copley Indian
� �Sunset at Summit Tank Lookout* 

DAY 5 260kms return� 2WD*  4WD

� �Arkaroola - day trip for scenic 
drive and walks - dirt road

THE COPLEY PROGRESS ASSOCIATION actively contributes to the 
development and well-being of the local community. Through initiatives, 
events, and collaboration, the association works to enhance the local 
environment and promote a vibrant and 
connected regional community.
The association has received funding for its 
three-stage Botanic Garden project. This will 
involve the planting of a native food garden that will later link to a nursery in 
which these plants will be propagated in the future. The Botanic Garden is 
located at the front of town next to the Tourist Bay, the Community Garden 
& Quandong Orchard is located behind Cookes & next to the Highway on the 
Copley side.

(08) 8675 2618

TOWING, TYRES 
& BREAKDOWNS

Roadside assistance
Towing for vehicles/caravans
Bog recoveries
Tyre repairs/replacement
Automotive mechanical/electrical repairs

•
•
•
•
•

RENTALS
NOW
AVAILABLE

Flinders Ranges 2

*2WD high clearance 
recommended -   

check road conditions

Famous Quandong Pies!   Great Coffee
Homemade Pies, Pasties and Cakes

Open for Breakfast & Lunch • 0428 694 679

& Quandong Cafe

COPLEY

BIRD WATCHING
 Grey-fronted Honeyeaters
 Inland Thornbills
 Wedge-Tailed Eagles
 Red-capped Robins
 Southern Whitefaces
 Crested Bellbirds
 Chirruping Wedgebills

Grey-fronted Honeyeater 5

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php/?id=61565351338967
https://www.facebook.com/CBBQC/
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Arkaroola 1

LYNDHURST�     
The Kuyani Aboriginal people were the original inhabitants of the area. 
Gazetted in 1896, Lyndhurst sits at the southern end of the Strzelecki 
Track and was once a station on the original Great Northern Railway route, 
which was planned to go to Darwin, but only ever reached Alice Springs. 
The famous passenger train, the Ghan, used to stop in on its way through 
to Alice Springs. Cattle were droved to Lyndhurst to be loaded onto trains 
and transported to Adelaide

Ochre Cliffs

Talc Alf

LYNDHURST HOTEL

REST        REFUEL        RELAX
Ensuite Cabins • Free Camping

08 8675 7781  •  lyndhursthotel.com.au

MOUNT LYNDHURST 
IMPORTANT BIRD AREA
Located on Mount Lyndhurst Station, it is a 
well-known bird watching site for Chestnut-
breasted Whitefaces. The tiny bird measures 
only 10cm in length and is seen mostly in 
pairs or small groups in stony plains and hills 
from Leigh Creek to Oodnadatta.

Chestnut-breasted Whiteface 5

ARKAROOLA�      
The Adnyamathanha Aboriginal people were the first people of Arkaroola, 
and their Yura Muda (Adnyamathanha Dreamtime) says that Arkaroo, a 
large serpent, drank Lake Frome dry, then crawled up into the mountains, 
his movements created Arkaroola Creek and the waterholes.
Arkaroola, once known as Mount Painter country, was dry, rugged land, 
very challenging to the sheep-grazing efforts in the 1850s onwards. By 
1930, the country was afflicted with feral vermin (rabbits, dingoes, wild 
camels & goats) and most pastoral leases had been abandoned. In 1936, 
the pioneering Greenwood family of Mt Serle, were offered the leasehold, 
providing they rid the vermin. In 1937, the Greenwood lease officially 
became Arkaroola.

ADNYAMATHANHA PEOPLE
Local Aboriginal people of the Northern Flinders Ranges are made up 
of different clans; Wailpi, Kuyani, Yadliaura, Vanggarla and Biladappa. 
They are better understood today as family groups and have always lived 
together as Adnyamathanha. Recent archaeological evidence identifies 
that the Adnyamathanha people have lived in the region for at least 49,000 
years. In Adnyamathanha Ngawarla (language)  ‘Adnya’ means ‘rock’ and 
‘mathanha’ means ‘people’ or ‘group of people’. 
Like most other First Nations groups, the Adnyamathanha people were 
pushed off their land by the European pastoralist settlers in the mid 
to late 1800s, leading to many conflicts. Some retained strong links to 
their language and culture amid colonisation and would gather at the 
campsite and ration depot at Mount Serle Station (Atuwarapanha), a 
significant cultural site, to speak in their languages and pass on their lore. 
Once rations ended, they relocated to Ram Paddock Gate (Minerawuta) 
during the 1920s. The Nepabunna Mission was established by the United 
Aborigines Mission in 1931, with most of the residents of Ram Paddock 
moving there. Some worked at R. M. Williams’s workshop nearby, where 
Williams developed his trademark boots and saddlery, helping to build his 
business in the first two years of its existence.

ADNYAMATHANHA WORDS
ADNYAMATHANHA WORD WORD MEANING & PRONOUNCIATION

Adnyamathanha Rock people   AD-NYA-MAT-NA
Yura Muda Stories and culture

Yarta Land/country   YAR-TA
Awi Water/rain   AH-WI

Urdlu Kangaroo   URD-LOO
Urti Quandong   UR-TEE
Iga Native Orange   I-GA

Minaka Eye   MIN-AR-KA
Maiaka Bush Banana   MY-AKKA

FARINA
Originally known as Government 
Gums - and today an abandoned 
town - Farina was settled in the 
late 1870s. The town became a 
railhead of the Great Northern 
Railway in 1882 and peaked at a 
population of about 600 in the 
late 19th century.

Farina Historic Town 1

https://www.facebook.com/LyndhurstSA/
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OODNADATTA TRACK
Travelling along the Oodnadatta Track, visitors might perceive vast 
waterless plains, yet beneath lies the immense Great Artesian Basin. 
Emerging along the track’s edges, the basin surfaces, forming oasis 
springs that attract diverse life, industries, and tourists. Despite minimal 
rainfall, ranging from 180 mm in the north to 115 mm in the south, and 
scorching temperatures, exceeding 50°C in summer, the region sustains 
cyclical rainfall patterns, impacting plant and animal life. 

The track traverses traditional lands of the Kuyani, Arabana, and Arrernte 
Aboriginal groups, with Antikirinya people now residing. A string of 
springs, culturally significant and navigated for generations, defines this 
landscape, emphasizing survival over the straightest route. Aboriginal 
knowledge, passed down through ages, intertwines with exploration and 
settlement, embodying the essence of resilience and adaptability in the 
arid Australian outback. 

GREAT ARTESIAN BASIN
The Great Artesian Basin (GAB) is one of the largest groundwater basins 
in the world, underlying 22% of the Australian continent. Groundwater 
naturally discharges from the basin via diffuse upward leakage and spring 
discharge. Pumping and discharge from bores over the last 100 years has 
also added a significant level of discharge. Recharge occurs around the 
margins of the basin with most of the current recharge occurring on the 
eastern margin. The western margin currently receives very little local 
recharge and only partial recharge from the east. However, the basin is 
vast and it is this reserve of water that maintains the springs through 
these dry periods.

Springs on the Oodnadatta Track near Marree 5

OODNADATTA TRACK FACTS!
•	 A gibber plain is covered with small, rounded rock fragments 

called gibbers. These rocks result from weathering and erosion, 
contributing to the distinctive, rocky terrain of arid regions.

•	 Anna Creek Station, established in 1863, is Australia’s largest 
cattle station and covers around 24,000 sq kms. One of the first 
places to drill for water in the GAB, this region is rich in pastoral 
history. Many of the early wells that were sunk were unsuitable.

•	 At Curdimurka, explore the many ruins and signage of the Great 
Northern Railway.

•	 Algebuckina Bridge offers an historical retreat for campers to 
enjoy the echoes of bygone eras. Built in the late 19th century 
for the Ghan Railway, the iconic bridge stands as a testament to 
the pioneering past.

•	 To the north is Eringa Station and one of Sir Sidney Kidman’s 
first property he owned outright in 1899. He became the largest 
landholder in the country. 

•	 38km south of William Creek, Strangways Springs is a large 
mound springs complex, nearly two square kilometres, 
consisting of pastoral station ruins and cemetery. Explore three 
walks to extinct springs and the ruins.
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LANDFORMS 
The Oodnadatta Track showcases diverse 
landforms: floodouts, watercourses, 
vast gibber plains and sand dunes with 
features like swales. It includes the salt 
lakes of Lake William and the significant 
Kati Thanda-Lake Eyre. Rocky outcrops, 
such as the Peake and Denison Ranges, 
Willouran Ranges, and landmarks like 
Hermit and Pigeon Hill at Bopeechee, 
add further variety. Each land type 
supports distinct vegetation, while small 
depressions known as gilgais, ranging from 
a few metres to 10 metres, exhibit denser, 
more diverse ground cover due to water 
and nutrient accumulation. 

PLANTS
Throughout the year, unpredictable rains transform 
landscapes along springs. Late autumn and winter 
paint the vast countryside with vibrant colours—dunes 
adorned with yellow, white, and pink daisies, regal 
birdflowers, and blue cattle bushes. Summer rains 
unveil Sturt’s desert pea and Swainsona peas in hues of 
orange, white, pink, and purple. Roadside areas flaunt 
groundsel and yellow Senecio daisies, amid purple 
verbine and pink hollyhocks. Diverse plant life thrives 
amid erratic climate, varied landforms, and soil types—
from clays to sandy loams, limestone to saline soils. 
Germination timing relies on temperature, rainfall, 
and unique adaptations, revealing plants’ resilience. 
Strategies like deep tap roots and leaf shedding enable 
many species to endure dry periods.Dry creek bed near William Creek 5
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MARREE�          
Marree is a remote town on the edge of the outback, and yet accessible  
on bitumen all the way from Adelaide.

Marree represents a cultural blend of Afghan cameleers, European 
settlers, and local Aboriginal communities—the Guyani, Kuyani, Dieri,  
and Arabana people. 

Positioned at the crossroads of the Oodnadatta and Birdsville Tracks, 
it borders the Simpson Desert, Sturt’s Stony Desert, Strzelecki Desert, 
and the immense saltpan, Lake Eyre, creating a unique convergence of 
landscapes.

4/5 DAY MARREE
SUGGESTED ITINERARIES
DAY 1� 2WD  4WD

� �Early flight over Marree Man  
& Lake Eyre

� �Self guided walk around town
� �Oogamous Homestead
� �Old Ghan Railway
� �Replica of Australia’s  

first Mosque
� �Tom Kruse & John McDouall 

Stuart Museums
� �Lake Harry Ruins (formerly largest 

date palm plantation in Australia)

DAY 2 240km return� 4WD

� �Stock up at Marree Roadhouse
� �Alberrie Creek Lookout
� �Bopeechee & Hermit Hill
� �Lake Eyre South Lookout

DAY 3/4� 2WD  4WD

� �Witchelina Nature Reserve in 
The Willouran Ranges  
Camping optional - fees apply

DAY 4/5 75km return� 2WD  4WD

� �Muloorina   
Camping optional - fees apply

*2WD high clearance 
recommended -   

check road conditions

Aerial view of the Marree Man 1

Ensuite Cabins
Pub Meals
Bottleshop

Tap Beer

True Outback Hospitality
marreehotel.com.au(08) 8675 8344

Booking Office next
to the Marree Hotel 
aridair.com.au 
Ph: 0488 444 544 

MARREE LAKE EYRE 
SCENIC FLIGHTS
SCENIC FLIGHTS available from 1.5hrs 
up to a full day tour to Birdsville.

ARID AIR - will get you there...

Kati Thanda - Lake Eyre

KATI THANDA-LAKE EYRE
Kati Thanda, also known as Lake Eyre, stands as Australia’s largest salt 
lake, with a catchment area spanning three states – New South Wales, 
South Australia, and Queensland – along with the Northern Territory.
The north lake covers a massive 144km by 77km expanse and holds the 
distinction of being the lowest point in Australia, situated at 15.2 metres 
below sea level. Its southern counterpart measures 64km by 24km. While 
floodwaters grace the lake approximately every eight years, on average, it 
has reached full capacity only three times in the last 160 years. 
This unique and expansive landscape is not only a natural wonder but also 
a place of deep cultural significance. The Arabana and Dieri peoples have 
called the region around Kati Thanda-Lake Eyre home for thousands of 
years. For these Indigenous communities, the lake and its surroundings 
are not just geographical features but hold profound cultural and spiritual 
importance. The area is rich in stories, traditions, and connections to the 
land.
The lake, under water, provides a spectacular and welcoming haven for 
thousands of waterbirds and provides an important breeding location for 
birds which are salt-tolerant. Kati Thanda-Lake Eyre is an endorheic lake, 
or sink lake, meaning that the accumulated salt-water lacking an outlet, 
simply evaporates in the warm outback climate, leaving behind heavy salt 
deposits on the lake floor.

MARREE MAN 
This massive geoglyph emerged in 1998 near Marree, and stretches almost 
4kms. Depicting an Indigenous hunter with a throwing stick, its origins 
and purpose remain mysterious, sparking speculation. Carved into the arid 
landscape, this enigmatic figure’s precision and immense scale continue to 
fuel various theories, adding intrigue to the Australian outback.

https://www.marreehotel.com.au/
https://aridair.com.au/
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COWARD SPRINGS
130kms north of Marree, Coward 
Springs holds an historical artesian 
spring, vital for 19th-century Afghan 
cameleers and early explorers. Today, 
it features a museum showcasing the 
region’s heritage, including relics from 
the Ghan railway. The springs, once a 
lifeline, now offer a unique glimpse into 
Australia’s pioneering past.

STRANGWAYS SPRINGS
38km south of William Creek, Strangways Springs is 
a large mound springs complex, the area is nearly two 
square kilometres. The site consists of pastoral station 
ruins and cemetery; there are three walks to explore 
extinct springs and the ruins.

WILLIAM CREEK�      
Furnished with its own power supply, cabins, and a caravan park, the 
Heritage Listed Hotel in William Creek is historically significant in South 
Australia. As Australia’s tiniest town with a population of 6, it stands 
closest to Lake Eyre North. The town is a pivotal stop on the Coober Pedy 
Oodnadatta Mail Run, serving as a vital hub in the state’s railway history, 
with twice-weekly service.

THE PAINTED DESERT
The Painted Desert reveals vibrant ochre yellow, 
oxide red and deep brown, contrasting with jet 
blacks and clean white hills in stunning rocky 
outcrops. Over 80 million years old, it’s 100 km 
return, southwest of Oodnadatta or unhook your 
caravan at Cadney Roadhouse on the Stuart 
Highway, 180 km round trip.

4 DAY OODNADATTA
SUGGESTED ITINERARIES

DAY 1�  4WD

� �Railway Museum 
- collect key from Pink Roadhouse

� �Kids Playground & Bike Track
� �Visit the remnants of the 

Overland Telegraph Line
� �Transcontinental Hotel visit

DAY 2 115km return�  4WD

� �Algebuckina Bridge day trip

DAY 3 160km return�  4WD

� �Painted Desert Day Trip

DAY 4 430km return�  4WD

� �Dalhousie Hot Springs
� �Mt Dare Hotel optional over night

Poison Warning Sign 5

WARNING
When travelling with pets in the Outback, 
always be aware that 1080 baits are laid 
for feral animal control. Keep your dog on a 
lead at all times and the use of a muzzle are 
suggestions that may help. Birds can carry 
baits to other regions so don’t think baits are 
only where you see the warning signs.

*2WD high clearance 
recommended -   

check road conditions

The Painted Desert - see E6 on Map 8 5

OODNADATTA�        
Nestled 1043km north of Adelaide, Oodnadatta, rests along the historic 
Overland Telegraph route, tracing ancient Aboriginal trade routes. A 
pivotal point for camel caravans, it supplied remote desert communities. 
From 1891, Oodnadatta thrived as a key station on the Central Australian 
Railway, ceasing operations in 1981. Notably, the Pink Roadhouse, a vibrant 
pink landmark in the town centre, offers a range of services.

RAILWAY MUSEUM
Listed on the South Australian heritage register, the family friendly old 
railway station is now set up as a museum, showcasing the history of 
the area. This was the most northern terminal of the Central Australian 
Railway until the line was extended another 450km northwest to Alice 
Springs in 1929. Pick up the key from the Roadhouse.

CAMPING & CARAVAN ETIQUETTE 
NOISE - Keep your music and noise 
to a level that is polite for your space 
only. If you are in a family park, 
which most are, children will always 
be children. Be tolerant.

PETS - You may love your pets, 
but others may not. Always have 
your animals on a lead, fenced in, or 
appropriately caged. Always pick up 
waste after your animal.

WATER - Check with each park if 
there is a fee for filling tanks due to 
drought. Some places are grateful 
for your grey water on the ground, 
others not so. Check first.

AMENITIES - Never empty your 
toilet cassette in the ablution block 
of any public toilet. Always clean up 
after yourself in shared bathrooms. 
Think of others.

SPEED LIMITS - Stick to the speed 
limit. You are on holidays. Slow down.

MIND YOUR SPACE - Don't 
cut through other people's sites, 
especially under their awnings,  
just to save a few steps.  
Be neighbourly.

RUBBISH - Dispose of your rubbish 
in bins provided. Otherwise dispose 
of it at your next opportunity.
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MARLA�              
Situated on the Stuart Highway, 1080km from Adelaide and located at the 
junction with the northern end of the Oodnadatta Track.

DALHOUSIE SPRINGS
Used by Aboriginal people for thousands of years as a source of food, shelter 
and medicine, Dalhousie Springs is located approximately 70kms south of 
Mt Dare Hotel. Visitors can swim in the main springs warm waters, which 
stays between 38-43 degrees Celcius. There are some easy walking tracks 
at Dalhousie Springs – one is around the main spring and another goes out to 
Kingfisher Springs. The springs are home to unique species of fish such as 
the Lake Eyre Hardy-Head and the Dalhousie Goby Fish. 
Dalhousie Springs is part of Witjira National Park, a Parks Pass is required 
to visit. 

(08) 86707835
mtdare@mtdare.com.au 
www.mtdare.com.au

Situated on the western side of the 
Simpson Desert, we provide:
 •  Accommodation & Camping
 •  Full mechanical and recovery service 
 •  Great menu, friendly knowledgeable staff  
 •  Beautiful beer garden teeming with bird-life
 •  Only 70km from Dalhousie Springs 

Oodnadatta to Mt Dare

STRZELECKI TRACK 
Starting at Lyndhurst, 576km north of Adelaide, the Strzelecki Track was 
pioneered by drover, stockman and cattle thief, Harry Redford, who was 
droving 1000 stolen cattle down from outback Queensland to Adelaide in 
1870. The track takes you from Lyndhurst, through the Strzelecki Desert 
to Innamincka and today is a well traversed track, which services the 
Cooper Basin’s Moomba gasfield. 

The Strzelecki Track is linked to the Birdsville Track via the Walkers 
Crossing Track, which is closed during the summer months and only 
passable in dry weather. 

INNAMINCKA�        
The Yandruwandha people, Innamincka’s traditional owners, named 
it ‘Yini mingka,’ meaning ‘your waterhole.’ Charles Sturt (1845) and 
Augustus Gregory (1858) explored the area before the tragic Burke and 
Wills expedition of 1860-61 further highlighted Innamincka’s historical 
significance.

BIRDSVILLE TRACK
Located 1167km north of Adelaide and traversing three deserts over 
517km, the Birdsville Track is a well known outback road and passes 
through one of the driest parts of Australia. Originally an old stock 
route that traces back to the 1860s that was used to move cattle from 
Queensland to Marree, it is now a graded dirt road that is popular with 
tourists, and also utilised by cattle trucks carrying livestock. The three 
deserts that the track passes through are the Strzelecki Desert, Sturt’s 
Stony Desert, and Tirari Desert.

MUNGERANNIE�      
Mungerannie on the Birdsville Track provides essential services for 
travellers amidst the outback terrain. The area boasts diverse birdlife, 
adding a natural charm to the remote and arid surroundings.

BIRDSVILLE�             
Located only 14km over the Queensland border and 519km North of 
Marree, Birdsville lies at the start or end of the Birdsville Track, in the 
beautiful Channel Country on the eastern edge of the Simpson Desert. 
On Wongkanguru land, Birdsville’s Indigenous roots and a history shaped 
by British settlers in the 1870s. Initially thriving, it declined after tolls 
were abolished post-Federation, later rebounding with cattle and tourism. 
Today, Birdsville remains an iconic outback town, blending history, 
isolation, and evolving industries.

Coopers Creek 1

https://www.mtdare.com.au/
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MARREE TO PIMBA VIA BOREFIELD RD
Embark on a thrilling adventure from Marree to Andamooka, Roxby Downs, 
and Woomera via the Borefield Road. Travel vast expanses of the outback, 
where rugged landscapes unfold, revealing untamed beauty. Read the 
information on Arid Recovery, a wildlife reserve passionate about seeing 
threatened species survive.

ANDAMOOKA�          
A captivating outback town, Andamooka is renowned for its opal-rich 
landscapes and unique mining heritage, inviting visitors to explore the 
vivid beauty hidden within the South Australian desert. Also a delight for 
stargazing and astrophotography due to the incredible dark skies.

ROXBY DOWNS�             
Situated on the traditional lands of the Kokatha people, Roxby Downs was 
purpose built – much like Leigh Creek was earlier – in the late 1980’s. Built 
to support the Olympic Dam mine site 13kms north of the town, it has a 
transient population of around 4,000.
The Roxby Downs 
township has 
strategically aligned its 
tourist focus with ARID 
RECOVERY, an initiative 
dedicated to restoring 
and conserving the 
unique arid ecosystem, 
providing visitors with an 
opportunity to engage in 
environmental education 
and wildlife conservation 
efforts in the region.

WOOMERA�       
Historically significant for its role as a missile test range during the Cold 
War, Woomera now attracts tourists with its rich aerospace heritage, 
offering a captivating blend of historical sites and educational exhibits. 

PIMBA�         
A small town located along the Stuart Highway, Pimba serves as a vital 
roadside stop for travellers and offers adventure regardless of what 
direction you decide to explore. 

Greater Bilby

Marree to Pimba via Borefield Road
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DID YOU KNOW?
John McDouall Stuart 
achieved the first successful 
south-to-north crossing of 
the Australian continent 
in 1862. Leading multiple 
expeditions, Stuart 
significantly contributed to 
the exploration and mapping 
of Australia’s inland regions, 
opening up new territories 
and laying the groundwork 
for further development 
of the continent’s 
geography.

STUART HIGHWAY
The Stuart Higway, stretching from 
Port Augusta to beyond the Northern 
Territory border, traverses a diverse 
and historically rich landscape. 
Originally a rough track forged by 
explorer John McDouall Stuart in 
the 1860s, it evolved into a crucial 
road connecting South Australia to 
the Northern Territory. The route 
played a pivotal role during World 
War II as a strategic supply line. 
Over the years, advancements in 
infrastructure transformed it into 
a vital national highway, witnessing 
changes in landscape from arid 
plains and salt pans to desert terrain.

The highway passes through iconic 
landmarks such as Woomera and 
Coober Pedy, each with its own 
historical significance. The landscape 
morphs from the Flinders Ranges 
through vast expanses of red earth 
and ancient mountain ranges, 
showcasing Australia’s unique 
outback beauty. The Stuart Highway 
stands as a testament to the nation’s 
development, offering travellers not 
only a route to traverse but also a 
journey through time and diverse 
landscapes.
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Alice Springs 455km
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0 50km

www.mtebastation.com.auCome and find us...

Looking for a unique 
outback experience?
Offering accommodation, 
welcoming caravans, campers 
and light aircrafts to venture 
around the station and enjoy 
the serenity and tranquility of 
station life.

Wirraminna Station
Accommodation

Relax and enjoy the
outback as you travel

the Stuart highway

63km north of Pimba • 55km south of Glendambo
Pet Friendly • Full kitchen • Modern Bathroom • Satellite TV
Air Con • Free Wifi • Continental Breakfast • BBQ & Fire Pit 

Self-Contained Caravan Parking • 2km off the Stuart Highway

Text or Phone 0488 068 956 
wirraminnastationaccommodation@gmail.com

wirraminnastation.com.au

Stuart Highway 5

ROAD TRIPS - DRIVE TIPS
•	 South Australia has vast stretches of variable speed and road surfaces. 
•	 Default speed limits: 50 kms/hr in built-up areas and 100 kms/hr elsewhere. 
•	 Road signs or license conditions may alter these limits.
•	 Reduce to a safe slower speed on unsealed roads.
•	 Do not drive on 4WD tracks with a 2WD vehicle.
•	 If you are not accustomed to driving long distances or in extreme  

heat, driver’s fatigue can occur, so stop and rest frequently at  
regular rest stops available.

•	 Many national roads travel through national parks and stations.  
Avoid driving at dusk or dawn or even at night as stock/wildlife may  
cross the roads. Do not swerve suddenly and safely reduce your speed.

EXPLORERS WAY
Explorers Way, stretching over 3,000 km, begins in Adelaide SA concluding 
in Darwin, NT. This iconic route unfolds a tapestry of history, culture, and 
diverse landscapes. Tracing the Flinders Ranges, it showcases ancient 
rock art and sacred sites. Travellers pass through charming outback 
towns, each with its unique history -  from the mining hub of Coober Pedy 
to the historic Overland Telegraph Station in Alice Springs. The route 
encapsulates the explorations of early pioneers, offering a journey through 
Australia’s heart that blends natural wonders, Indigenous richness, and the 
resilience of those who shaped this vast terrain.

https://www.mtebastation.com.au/
https://www.wirraminnastation.com.au/
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UNCONVENTIONAL 
COMPASS
Hold your watch horizontal 
to the ground, point the 12 
towards the sun. 
Mid-point between the 12  
and hour hand indicates  
the north-south line.

N

S

HAPPY 
CAMPER 
DAMPER
Damper is a traditional no-
yeast bread in Australia 
made from 250g flour, ½ 
tsp salt, 175ml water and/
or milk, 25g butter.

It’s an Aussie tradition 
to bake this with dinner 
when you’re camping in 
the outback. Or change 
the water/milk for beer! 

Traditionally cooked in 
campfire ashes or in a 
cast iron camp oven.

Flinders Ranges campground 5

LEAVE NO TRACE!
Outback south Australia offers some of the best and varied camping 
and adventure locations in our country. To protect our environment, 
we must maintain these spots to avoid damage to pastoral land, 
private property, sacred sites either of cultural or natural significance.

We urge you to only camp in dedicated tourist/camping parks and/or 
structured campsites. Even if you are unaware – huge penalties apply 
if you are interfering with a site of significance.

All land you travel through belongs to someone, either a private 
property not identified, aboriginal land, national park or pastoral land. 
It is also an offence to camp on a road or an off-road related area in 
South Australia. 

Only pickup firewood in designated areas as it could be important 
habitat for a variety animals & insects, all important to the local 
ecosystem.

Please remember to take ALL your rubbish with you. This includes 
food scraps, bush bathroom waste including toilet paper, general litter 
and vehicle debris.  

You may think, ‘it’s only the 2 of us’ however with thousands of 
travellers thinking the same thing, it can severely impact on this  
harsh yet fragile landscape.

DID YOU KNOW?
Donald Campbell set the 
land speed record near 
Marree in his Bluebird in 
July 1964 at Lake Eyre, 
with a speed of 403.1 miles 
per hour (648.7 km/h).

British stamps from 1998 
honouring Donald Cambell’s 
land speed record 5

Big Red sand dune 5

TOWN AVE. MAX 
TEMP 

AVE. MIN 
TEMP 

MEAN YEARLY 
RAINFALL 

Port Augusta 34 20 222mm

Quorn 34 20 331.7mm

Hawker 34 20 304.2mm

Blinman 36 22 307mm

Leigh Creek 36 22 217.3mm

Arkaroola 36 22 254.7mm

Marree 38 23 146.1mm

William Creek 37 24 158mm

Oodnadatta 39 24 173.2mm

Marla 37 23 234.4mm

Coober Pedy 37 22 146.3mm

Andamooka 35 20 189.2mm

Roxby Downs 35 20 146.8mm

Woomera 36 21 183.7mm

OUTBACK SA AVERAGE TEMPERATURES
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COOBER PEDY�           
Explore and enjoy the unique surroundings - filled with colour, the perennial 
hope of discovery and the chance of great riches. Founded by human 
perseverance and indomitable personalities, Coober Pedy has outlived its 
wild-west history to share its multicultural community with all visitors.

Situated halfway between Adelaide and Alice Springs on the Stuart Highway, 
the remote town of Coober Pedy is world renowned for opal mining, steeped 
in mineral wealth and local history.

Opal was first discovered in 1915, with an influx of prospectors from 
all around the world. Forty different nationalities still live within this 
community today.

At least 20 different retailers display the incredible beauty and variety of 
opal found locally. Museums & tours throughout the area feature both the 
mining history and the modern methods used.

View underground churches, sculpted from the beautiful sandstone, 
picturesque landscapes and horizons as far as the eye can see. Where 
better to escape the heat and dust than staying underground, where the 
temperature is naturally cool and the peaceful ambience ensures a good 
night’s sleep. It’s a tourism experience you can’t have anywhere else in the 
world – you will want to stay more than one night.

Welcome to Coober Pedy 5

TRY YOUR LUCK 
NOODLING!
Noodling involves searching for 
opal pieces in mullock mounds, 
often overlooked by miners. 
Locals and visitors enjoy this 
activity, with many stores in 
Coober Pedy offering small 
noodling pits for a chance to 
find opals or souvenirs.

Noodling tools 5

TYPES OF OPAL

GREY/WHITE/MILKY OPAL   
Found in Coober Pedy, Mintabie, 
Andamooka, White Cliffs. The base colour is 
light, white or a greyish colour. Considered 
the lowest grade of the Precious Opal.

CRYSTAL OPAL   
Found in the SA Opal Fields. The base  
colour is transparent or very translucent. 
The quality and value increases as range, 
brightness, and size of the colour play inside 
the stone improves.

BLACK OPAL  
Predominantly Lightning Ridge in NSW. The 
body colouring is a smoky to very dark grey, 
to black. The darker, the higher the value.

BOULDER OPAL 
Found in the inland QLD Fields. Layers 
of Opal are naturally formed in narrow 
cavities in ironstone – often giving the opal 
an uneven surface, or a mix of opal and 
ironstone on the surface.

ANCIENT HISTORY  
Around 150 million years ago, the area that is now Coober Pedy’s opal 
fields was an inland sea. Over millennia, the sea water receded and with 
the lowering of the underground water, silica solutions trapped in the 
cavities and faults underground became the opals found here today. 

ABORIGINAL HISTORY
Over tens of thousands of years, the Indigenous people of the region, 
the Anangu, called Antakirinya, Matu-Yankunytjatjara, Arabana or 
Kokatha, walked this desert environment. They were nomadic hunter 
gatherers, travelling in search of food and water supplies and for their 
important traditional ceremonies. The present-day name of Coober 
Pedy is named ‘Umoona’ in their language, meaning ‘long life’. This is 
also the name used for a common tree in the region, the mulga tree.

RECENT HISTORY
The first European explorer to visit the area was John McDouall Stuart 
in 1858. It wasn’t until 1915 that opal was first discovered by 14 year 
old Will Hutchison, while with his father’s gold prospecting party. Until 
1920 this was called Stuart Range Opal Field, when a new name was 
decided on, so a post office could be established. Stuart Range was 
deemed unsuitable as it was too similar to Stewart Range also in South 
Australia. The new name was established by the Progress Committee, 
made up of local miners and Coober Pedy was chosen. The name is an 
Aboriginal term – Kupa Piti, meaning ‘white man in a hole’ derived from 
Anangu words. 

Shafts were dug originally by hand with basic tools like pick and shovel, 
hand windlass and bucket. Just like the revered opals themselves, the 
town’s treasures are all found underground. Treat yourself to visiting 
the range of churches beneath the earth’s crust and enjoy a unique 
overnight stay in the underground town!
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COOBER PEDY
HERITAGE TRAIL
The Coober Pedy Historical Society maintains and preserves a collection 
of over 4,000 documents & photos which are recognised as being 
of national significance. Volunteers of this organisation are to be 
commended. Interpretive signs at most sites help you to explore the 
Coober Pedy Heritage Trail. See Map 13, page 48/49

1 OLD CEMETERY first burial in 1921
2 OLD TIMERS MINE & DUGOUT* 

An original 1916 hand-dug mine
3 OLD WATER TANK & WATER RESERVE 

1922 important story
4 JEWELLER’S SHOP OPAL FIELD Fossicking and history
5 OLD POLICE LOCKUP, OLD DUGOUT AND UMOONA 

ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY Coober Pedy’s first buildings
6 MEDICAL SERVICES HISTORY from early days
7 GEORGE BURFOD’S DUGOUT 

(a private dwelling) State Heritage listed
8 COOBER PEDY CHURCHES  Heritage listed underground
9 UNDERGROUND POST OFFICE & OLD DUGOUTS 

on Post Office Hill – First of its kind
10 THE BIG FLAT OPAL First mined in 1915
11 COOBER PEDY AREA SCHOOL beginning in 1960
12 �JOHN MCDOUALL STUART MONUMENT 

First European explorer
13 WILL HUTCHISON MONUMENT The first opal found in 1915

Visitors must have permission before entering Umoona Community
 *Entry fee applies

& MUSEUM

COME LIVE THE
EXPERIENCE
• MINE FROM 1916
• MUSEUM
• UNDERGROUND HOME
• NOODLING PITS
• OPAL SHOP

Crowders Gully Road
Coober Pedy
Open 7 days • 9am - 5pm
Ph: 08 8672 5555
www.oldtimersmine.com.au
nicko@oldtimersmine.com.au

The OLD TIMERS MINE is a unique experience the whole family will 
enjoy. Take the self-guided tour at your own pace and time and explore an 
underground opal mine from 1916.
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https://oldtimersmine.com.au/
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Umoona Opal Mine & Museum

UMOONA OPAL MINE & MUSEUM provides an award-winning 
tourist attraction in Coober Pedy, South Australia - the opal capital 
of the world. The largest underground complex in town, Umoona 
Opal Mine provides the complete tourism package with a unique and 
informative experience for visitors of all ages. Located on Coober 
Pedy’s main road, Umoona is 850 kilometres north of Adelaide and 
680 kilometres south of Alice Springs, making it ideally situated for 
outback tour stopovers. Indeed, for many thousands of tourists each 
year, Umoona Mine and Museum is the focus of their stay in Coober 
Pedy. Umoona is a member of the Jewellers Association of Australia, 
the Opal Association of Australia, and the South Australian Tourism 
Commission (SATC).

JOHNS PIZZA BAR Come in for a steak and a cold beer; or choose from 
our range of pastas, with a nice bottle of red from our selection of great 
Australian wines; or try one of our piping-hot pizzas with an ice cold glass 
of Coke; or simply come in for an espresso coffee and a slice of one of our 
delicious cakes. 

••EXPL   RE••

RED
CENTRE

RED
CENTRE

THE

VISITOR GUIDE

CODEPROOF SHEET
URGENT

APPROVAL REQUIRED

IF NOT RETURNED IN 7 DAYS WE WILL GO AHEAD AS SEEN ABOVE

131

TRACIE HALL     0438 873 809
marketing@absoluteme.com.au
PO Box 5030 Alice Springs NT 0870

Please checkall all details
•  Names & Addresses
•  Phone Numbers 
•  Spelling

n  OK TO GO AHEAD
n   CHANGES REQUIRED 

see below

CHANGES OR NEW EDITORIAL
IF APPLICABLE

Business Name JOHNS PIZZA BAR AND RESTAURANT
Address  Hutchison Street Coober Pedy 
Phone  08 8672 5561 
Email  johnspizza@bigpond.com

We offer a Seniors Discount:      n YES      n NO
Our Seniors Discount offer is ...

REPEAT Current Editorial (if applicable)      n YES      n NO

JOHNS PIZZA BAR AND RESTAURANT Come in for a steak and a cold 
beer; or choose from our range of pastas, with a nice bottle of red from our 
selection of great Australian wines; or try one of our piping-hot pizzas with an 
ice cold glass of Coke; or simply come in for an espresso coffee and a slice of 
one of our delicious cakes.

Johns pizza bar and RestaurantJ
Open 7 Days 10.00am - 9.00pm
	Licensed beer and wine
		Serving pizza, pasta, seafood, grills, 

burgers and more
	Dine in or take away
08 8672 5561
johnspizza@bigpond.com
www.jpbr.com.au

MULTI AWARD WINNING…

Umoona Opal Mine & Museum

https://www.umoonaopalmine.com.au/
https://johnspizzabar.com.au/
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THE COOBER PEDY EXPERIENCE MOTEL is located entirely 
underground and sculpted from an original opal mine, and is filled with 
natural history and wonder. It offers guests to Coober Pedy an authentic 
taste of the iconic underground lifestyle. This flexible accommodation 
in Coober Pedy offers 16 spacious ensuite guest rooms with ability 
to accommodate families, individuals, couples, groups, and business 
travellers alike. Enjoy the peaceful ambiance 
as you walk through the hallways and tunnels 
featuring seams of opals, hidden caves 
and historical images of the building and 
surrounding areas.  There is plenty to do in a 
day, with trips including the Painted Desert, 
the Oodnadatta Loop, Kanku-Breakaways, 
Moon Plains & William Creek and Lake Eyre. 

Coober Pedy sign 5

Reception open 7:30am – 6pm 
08 8672 5777 • cooberpedyexperience.com.au
Crowders Gully Road, Coober Pedy SA 5723

HISTORY MEETS LUXURY UNDERGROUND

• Underground rooms with ensuite
• Coffee shop
• Gift shop
• TV & free Wi-Fi

• Pet friendly
• Wheelchair accessible
• BBQ
• Laundry

Dog Fence 5

THE BREAKAWAYS
Only 32 kms north of Coober Pedy, the turn off to the Kanku-Breakaways 
Conservation Park, takes you along a formed dirt road to the registered 
Aboriginal-owned heritage site. The park consists of colourful low hills 
that have ‘broken away’ from the Stuart Range, hence their name The 
Breakaways. There are 2 lookout points to enjoy, highlighting the large 
open spaces and colourful hills, once a vast inland sea.

With fascinating formations such as Papa Kutjara in the east, many parts 
of this region have been used by TV advertising and blockbuster film; 
including Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome, Ground Zero, and  
more recently Mortal Kombat.

This is a photographer’s delight at any time of day and especially at sunset. 
The 70 km round trip, taking you east along the hills, includes the famous 
2m high Dog Fence – a 5,300 km wire barrier stretching along 3 states, 
protecting the sheep country in the south from the native dingo.

Permits are required – Purchase from the Visitor information Centre  
or Underground Bookstore. $10 per vehicle or $8 concession.

The Breakaways

DON’T SPEED - 
DON’T RISK IT!
COOBER PEDY TO 
GLENDAMBO 254kms
HOW FAST - 
HOW LONG - 
HOW MUCH!

110 km per hour = 
2 hours+20 mins

120 km per hour –  
save 10 mins + 
$450 + points

130 km per hour –  
save 20 mins + 
$850 + points

DAY 1� 2WD*  4WD

�		Visitor Information Centre
�		Dingo Fence - Moon Plain
�		Kanku/The Breakaways

DAY 2� 2WD  4WD

�	�	�Explore the Town – Shopping – stock up
�	�	�Underground Churches –  

Book shop – Galleries – Cafes
�		Heritage Trail Self Guided

DAY 3  � 2WD  4WD

�	� 	� Tour of Mine - Museums
(guided or self guided)

�		Multicultural Dining options

DAY 4,5,6�  4WD

�		 The Mail Run
�	 Painted Desert 
�		William Creek

4-6 DAY
SUGGESTED ITINERARIES

*2WD high clearance 
recommended -   

check road conditions

https://cooberpedyexperience.com.au/
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OUTBACK SOUTH  
AUSTRALIA EVENTS
MARCH 2026
William Creek  
Gymkhana & Motokhana
28 March
Fringe in the Flinders
28 March

APRIL 2026
Coober Pedy Gem Trade Show
4-5 April
Copley & Districts  
Gymkhana & Motokhana
11 April

MAY 2026
Flinders Ranges Heritage Trail Launch 
30 May
Oodnadatta 
Gymkhana & Motokhana
10 May 
A Taste of the Flinders
11-13 May
The World Food and Music 
Festival - Roxby Downs
16 May
Country Music Festival Port Augusta
30 May
Hawker Cup
30 May

JUNE 2026
Great Kanku-Breakaways Bolt
7 June
Coober Pedy Opal Festival
12-14 June
Marree Camel Cup
27 June
Mindfull Aus Pichi Richi Marathon
28 June 

JULY 2026
City of Port Augusta Cup
5 July
Oodnadatta Bronco Branding
12 July 

AUGUST 2026
Port Pirie SALA Winter Festival 
2 August
Port Augusta WharFest
August
Coober Pedy  
Gymkhana & Motokhana
9 August
Andamooka Annual  
Camp Oven Cookout 
August
Port Augusta Golf Classic
4-8 August 
Quorn Cup
15 August
William Creek Bronco Branding
16 August
Flinders Ranges  
Photography Adventure
3-7 August
Innamincka Bush Sprints &  
Horse and Bike Gymkhana
29–31 August 

SEPT/OCT 2026
A Brush with Art
5 September - 11 October
Opal Evolution -  
Stones that Flow with Light
2–4 October
Quorn Quandong Festival
24-25 October

Coober Pedy Opal Festival

FIND THE WONDER WORD!
Find every work in the list below and discover the Wonder Words 
to find the slogan

G E E G R O G A N I H C A R B

A C O O B E R P E D Y X P L O

P L A B E E S R E D N I L F K

R O N U K M E A O C U T B O C

E A O S A U F T A A C K K U A

R D O S L C L T O R A A A T R

Y U R S T A Y A T A N K N B T

E C A N L M R D R V E A G A H

E O N A A P E A O A P Y A C F

K P C H S I P N A N L N R K I

A L I G P N R D D A I A O C R

L E E F R G O O P A W K O A E

U Y N A O S D O C U L T U R E

T R T A B E V I R D F L E S L

I A D N Y A M A T H A N H A A

ADNYAMATHANHA
AFGHANS
ANCIENT
AROONA
BRACHINA GORGE
BUS
CAMPING
CARAVAN

COOBER PEDY
COPLEY
CULTURE
DORPER
EMU
FAR
FIRE
FLINDERS

FLY
GAP
KANGAROO
KANYAKA
LAKE EYRE 
LOAD
OODNADATTA
OPAL

OUTBACK
PROBY
ROAD
SALTLAKE
SELFDRIVE
TRACK
WILPENA

SPOTTO!
Keep a look out for these Spotto items as you travel and  
when you see one, shout out “Spotto” and name your item.  
• Keep your own tally • 5 points for the first one to spot a Spotto

	� EMU - Extra 5 points for  
1 or more chicks

	� Jet trail in sky
	� Motorbike on dirt road
	� Orange 4WD car
	� Double wheel caravan

	� Wedge Tail Eagle
	� Camel road sign
	� Bunny shaped cloud
	� Lost seagull
	� Rainbow
	� Haystacks
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Marree Camel Cup 5



54 Explore Outback SA & the Flinders Ranges 55www.exploreoz.com.au

ADVERTISERS
BUSINESS PAGE NEAREST TOWN
Arid Air 33 Marree
Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden 8 Port Augusta
Coober Pedy Experience Motel 50 Coober Pedy
Cookes Outback Motors 25 Copley
Copley Bush Bakery 25 Copley
Hawker Caravan Park 13 Hawker
Hawker Hotel 13 Hawker
Hawker Roadhouse BP 12 Hawker
Heritage Blinman Mine 19 Blinman
Johns Pizza Bar 49 Coober Pedy
Leigh Creek Post Office 22 Leigh Creek
Lyndhurst Hotel 27 Lyndhurst
Marree Hotel 32 Marree
Mt Dare Hotel 36 Oodnadatta
Mt Eba Station 40 Coober Pedy
Old Timers Mine 46 Coober Pedy
Port Pirie Regional Tourism & Arts Centre� 6 Port Pirie
Quandong Cafe & Apartments 11 Quorn
Quentin Park Aplacas & Studio Gallery 7 Peterborough
Shoreline Caravan Park 9 Port Augusta
Skytrek Willow Springs 18 Hawker
Stories of the Road Museum 6 Port Pirie
Tickle Belly Hill 10 Stirling North
Umoona Opal Mine & Museum 48 Coober Pedy
Wadlata Outback Centre� 8 Port Augusta
Wirraminna Station Accommodation 41 Pimba

Buckaringa North Camp Site over the  
Depot Flat to the South Flinders Ranges 5

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Emergency – Police – Ambulance - Fire � 000 
Police Assistance � 13 14 44 
Road Conditions � 1300 361 033 
Vehicle Breakdowns � 13 11 11 
Royal Automobile Association of SA (RAA) � (08) 8202 4600 
Desert Park Pass � (08) 8648 5328 
Bushfire Information Hotline � 1300 362 361 
Royal Flying Doctor Service RFDS � 1800 733 772 
HF Radio: � 4010kHz / 6890kHz / 8165kHz
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1531 ALICE SPRINGS
1165 592 ANDAMOOKA

473 1297 687 ARKAROOLA
150 451 1441 514 BLINMAN

733 755 755 1854 1195 BIRDSVILLE
1219 537 710 700 1640 516 BROKEN HILL

980 893 589 611 479 689 847 COOBER PEDY
254 726 922 503 640 225 940 593 GLENDAMBO

393 647 454 791 110 254 391 1331 404 HAWKER
657 947 1626 649 413 599 452 780 2312 1163 INNAMINCKA

502 155 546 800 609 636 97 128 354 1486 559 LEIGH CREEK
38 464 193 483 454 647 598 135 157 316 1140 597 LYNDHURST

686 724 1150 877 486 234 1212 1125 989 843 711 454 1079 MARLA
607 80 118 544 273 404 375 727 519 215 237 237 1061 677 MARREE

410 212 490 528 954 683 449 194 1137 928 624 646 489 666 1042 OODNADATTA
594 184 966 104 66 568 89 480 734 543 702 31 194 480 1420 493 PARACHILNA

196 735 379 772 300 261 1061 107 286 540 441 898 216 389 285 1226 306 PORT AUGUSTA
41 155 749 339 811 259 221 723 66 325 579 437 857 176 349 324 1265 333 QUORN

298 257 391 461 208 683 288 326 752 365 197 451 697 727 474 444 32 1137 564 ROXBY DOWNS
260 548 517 393 201 210 399 289 327 753 482 411 167 936 728 423 446 288 853 822 WILLIAM CREEK

537 418 121 162 144 895 328 932 248 210 712 55 446 700 507 846 64 208 446 1386 459 WILPENA POUND
341 337 79 220 181 375 570 286 607 365 441 829 286 121 375 621 804 396 569 107 1061 488 WOOMERA

DISTANCE 
GRID
Measured in kms
Approximate 
distances only

EMERGENCY RADIO 
BROADCASTS
Official warnings from 
emergency agencies can be 
heard regularly on ABC Local 
Radio stations. Ph: 13 99 94  
www.abc.net.au/emergency

WATER
Due to the harsh conditions,  
large quantities of water 
are not always available for 
free in outback towns. It is 
recommended that you carry 
10ltrs per person per day.



Wherever you go,Wherever you go,
take us with youtake us with you

Pick up a copy or  Pick up a copy or  
download our guidesdownload our guides

https://exploreoz.com.au/

